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Project Background 
The Westmount Architectural Heritage Area (WAHA) includes the properties on 125 and 
126 Streets between 107 Avenue and 111 Avenue. The architectural character of the 
area is defined by its high concentration of Craftsman and Foursquare style homes 
constructed in the early 1900s. The heritage area was first established as a Direct 
Development Control (DC1) District in 1997, in response to interest from Westmount 
residents in maintaining the historic character of the Area. The DC1 provision, which 
regulates development in the Area was developed by WAHA residents, and 
implemented through an amendment to the West-Ingle Area Redevelopment Plan 
(ARP), with the intention of ensuring that future renovations and redevelopment would 
reflect the architectural character of the area’s historic homes. At the time, there was 
widespread community support for the intent of the DC1, however, because of difficulty 
in defining WAHA’s architectural character, the architectural controls were implemented 
as voluntary guidelines rather than mandatory regulations. 
 
In recent years the Area has experienced increased development pressure, with some 
home owners and developers electing not to comply with the voluntary guidelines and 
City Planning having no regulatory authority to enforce them. Some Westmount 
residents have expressed concerns that some recent homes constructed in the Area 
don’t reflect the historic character of the Area or the intent of the DC1 district. In 
response, the Westmount Community League (WCL) has lobbied the City to amend the 
ARP and DC1 provision in order to ensure that they are more effective at preserving the 
neighborhood’s character and provide greater clarity throughout the development 
process. 
 
The City of Edmonton’s Urban Design Unit has initiated a pilot project in partnership 
with the WCL to facilitate the amendments. Lessons learned from the pilot project will 
inform our approach to other areas of the City which have been identified as potential 
heritage areas and may warrant the application of DC1 zoning. 
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Project Goals and Objectives 
The Goal of this project is to amend the West-Ingle ARP and the WAHA DC1 provision 
in order to preserve the historic character of Westmount and the WAHA in particular. 
 
Objectives of the project include: 
 
1.    Encouraging the retention of and appropriate alterations to properties listed on the 
Inventory of Historic Resources in Edmonton in the WAHA. 
2.    Requiring new development in the WAHA to better integrate with the context of the 
Area, and or better reflect the proportions, siting, materials and architectural detailing of 
the historic Craftsman and Foursquare Style homes in the area. 
3.    Exploring opportunities to apply the DC1 to other areas of Westmount with a similar 
historic character. 
4.    Ensuring the WAHA DC1 is consistent with current zoning standards and broader 
City policies and objectives. 
5.       Clarifying development requirements in the WAHA, in order to provide certainty to 
the community and developers and thereby mitigate the potential for conflict. 
 
Timelines 
Preliminary work on the project has already been initiated and a public launch is 
planned for early 2018. Engagement with the community and the development of draft 
ARP and DC1 amendments will proceed through 2018, with the intent to advance the 
finished amendments for consideration by Council at Public Hearing in early 2019. 
 
Public Engagement  
There will be multiple opportunities for community input throughout the project. This will 
include a series of open houses and an online survey. In addition, City staff will be 
liaising with the WCL’s Heritage Committee on an ongoing basis. The formal 
engagement strategy, detailing all engagement opportunities will be presented at the 
project launch. 
 
Contacts 
Should you have any questions or concerns in relation to the project, please contact 
Scott Ashe, Principal Heritage Planner at 780-442-5045 or scott.ashe@edmonton.ca 
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